
 
 

THE UNION ACT PETITION CAMPAIGN 
Explanatory Note 

1. Context and Purpose 

Europe faces an unprecedented geopolitical moment. The hegemonic ambitions of Russia combined with a 
mercantilist China and the transactional and hostile posture from the United States, demand that the 
European Union transform itself into a genuine political and defence union capable of protecting its citizens 
and acting as a strong global player. The UEF has placed this challenge at the heart of its political agenda. 

2. What Is the Union Act? 
The petition calls on the European Council to simultaneously activate two key provisions of the Treaty on 
European Union: 

Article 42 TEU — Establishment of a European Common Defence with shared capabilities, a 
common strategic command and effective collective security. 

Article 48 TEU — Treaty reform based on the European Parliament's November 2023 proposal: ending 
the veto, reforming the EU budget in a federal direction, and strengthening democratic accountability. 

4. Campaign Strategy 

The campaign is to be driven by UEF, JEF Europe and its national sections and it is backed by the Spinelli 
Group and Action Committee for the United States of Europe, which has already transmitted a substantive 
contribution — drafted in the format of European Council conclusions — directly to the the President of 
the European Council.  

The petition aims to develop a civic and parliamentary contribution, building visible political pressure 
through a broad coalition of elected signatories across all Member States, to put pressure on national 
governments through parliamentary bodies.  

 

Petition target 

The petition is addressed to elected officials — MEPs, national and regional parliamentarians, and mayors — 
who are invited to declare their willingness to join an Interparliamentary Assembly (Assise) to relaunch 
European political integration and to urge their national governments to push the European Council to act. 

 

5. First Phase Review: Federal Committee, November 2026 

The UEF Federal Committee meeting in November 21-22 2026 will be the dedicated moment to take stock 
of the first phase of the campaign:  

●​ assessing signatures collected across national sections; 

●​ drawing political conclusions; 

https://federalists.eu/the-eu-council-conclusions-for-the-action-committee-for-the-use/


 
●​  agreeing on the priorities and next steps to sustain momentum ahead of key European Council 

summits; 

●​ the 70th anniversary of the Treaties of Rome. 

 


